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8 — H 18 Treatiſe war uritten 
a>) ago, by one of the PT and 
= oft benevolent Men I have ever 
known, or ever expect to now. 
H. had once been ſtrongly pre- 
* axoin Inoculation, but Reaſoning and 
Obſervation inclined bim to alter his Opinion. 
He wrote this Efſey for the immediate Peru- 
ſal of a Gentleman, in the Safety of wheje Fa- 
mily be was tenderly concerned; but, as the 
whole Strain of the Piece ſhews, not uitbout 
fome Thoughts of giving it to the Publick. 
A bis un Hand was difficult to read,/be, in 
Conſequence of the very intimate Friendſbib 
there was between us, employed me lo tranſcrthe 
it. While the Copy wat preparing. ane lad fre- 
guent Converſations * * ; and many Alter- 
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ww AREA CE. 
ations were made, eſpecially as to the Style and 
Method, as the Reſult of them : But it was 
entirely approved by the Author in its preſent 
Form, and delivered as bis Work. . I do not 
therefore think myſelf impowered now, to change 
any thing from the State in which I find it 
in the Original Copy ; which after the Author's 
Death was given me back, and has continued 
many Years ſhut up among my Papers, Yet J 
bave communicated it to ſeveral of my Ac- 
quaintance, and at their earneſt Deſire per- 

mitted ſome of them to tranſcribe it. 

J have been often urged to publiſh it; and I 
am now induced to do it, on a ſudden and very 
affetting Occaſion. The Small- Pox is juſt broke 
out, with a very unuſual Violence, in ſome neigb- 
bouring Villages, in which ſeveral of my Friends 
reſide. I am told, that in one of them be- 
tween forty and fifty Perſons, moſt of them 
young, fell within very little more than a Week ; 
and the Terror with which it fills theſe Parts 

of the Country is exceeding great. J 
I have long been firmly perſuaded in my own 
Mind of the Lawfulneſs and Expediency of Ino- 
culation, as tending greatly to the Preſervation of 
Puman Life, I babe never known a fingle In- 
ante, in which a Child has miſcarried by it. 
I have ſern, or been moſt credibly informed 

c a Multitude of Inſtances, in which 

 * Perſons + have paſſed through it ſafely and 
very comfortably, who muſt, humanly ſpeak- 
Ing, baue run the greateſt imaginable” Riſque 


E DEFA 
if they had met the Diltemper in the natural 


T1 be chief Objeftions which. prevail againſt 
the Practice are, ſo far as 1 can learn, of a 
religious Nature; - and theſe are handled more 
N oor arg in this little Treatiſe, than in any 
.other I have heard of. I could not therefore 
ſuppreſs it any longer, eſpecially as 1 think. it 
probable, that the bigh Veneration with which 
the worthy Author of it, Mr. Some, 1s till re- 
membred in this Country and elſewhere, by all, 
I may ſay, of every Denomination wwho knew 
him, will engage many to attend to what be 


7 pleads, with more favourable Regard. 


In theſe Views I have determined on this 
Publication ; and the more chearfully, as 
T do it by the Advice of my. much efteem- 
ed Friend Dr. Stonhouſe, that excellent Per- 
ſon, whoſe compaſſionate. Tenderneſs for the 
Lives of Men, and Comfort of Families, is 
equal to his di iPinguiſhed Abilities in his Pro- 
ion as a Phyſician. © We neither of us pre- 
tend to anſwer for the Juſtice of every Sen- 


timent in this little Tra# : Had it been ab- 


folutely in the Power of either, we ſhould have 
altered ſeveral Paſſages; and even now ſome mar- 
ginal Notes might probably have been added, but 
the Criſis is of ſuch a Nature as not to admit 
of Delay. The Manuſtript is therefore ſent 
to the Preſs after a few Hours Deliberation, 
with our united Prayers that GO D may Bleſs 


"it as the Means of preſerving many Lives, the 
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Us efulneſs 


1 PREFACE. 
Uſefulneſs of «which may in Meaſure com- 
penſate for the Lofs of thoſe Thouſands and 
Ten Thouſands, which; humanly ſpeaking, might 


Gave been a, had the, Method here re- 
commende een ſooner and more generally 
| granted. | 
== 2 5 | P. DopprIDGE: 


P. J 1 think myſelf obliged to add one 
Remark on this 7. reatiſe, which is, That it 
does not enter at all into that Part of the 

Hin, © How far the remoter Conſequences 
« of Inoculation may affect the Health and 
« Lives of thoſe, who paſs through the Diftem- 
« fer Tho any immediate Detriment. 
This 1s a Matter of Mament, which I ſhould 
wiſh to ſee farther handled by thoſe to whom 
it more properly belen gr, 1 745 the Gentlemen 
of the Faculty : An Aire nothing but 
tbe Advancement. 'T al on . which ok 
Side it may be, and the Preſeruation , $ 
Fellows 88 ; Heartily pray, that i +. 
is bere publiſhed may not anſwer thoſe Ends, 
Providence may interpoſe 10 e its * | 
e and Ae | 


* 


"THE 


9 
; 


Of RectivinG the 


SMALL-POX | 


| B Y WM 25 
Impartially confidered. 


. 
S- 


So when the Small-Pox firſt 
breaks out in any Place, the 
= ſpreading of them might 
Fay often be prevented. Such 
AGED charitable Endeavours for 
the Preſervation of others, have been attend- 
ed with Succeſs ; and if they were more fre- 
quently uſed, it- is highly probable, that by 
the Divine Bleſſing the good Effects of them 

would be ſtill more apparent. 6 
| | 35 "Sx t» en s 


414 


P proper Methods were taken, 
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8 The Cofe of Receiving 
But inſtead of this neceſſary Precaution, 
ſome from private Views conceal them; 
while others through their Negligence com- 
municate the Infection to thoſe they converſe 
with; and thus this ſevere and fatal Diſtem- 
per is carried from one Part of the Kingdom 
to another. In Conſequence of this, Towns 
and Cities which were before eaſy and flou- 
riſhing, are in a little Time brought into 
great Diſtreſs: Trade and Buſineſs are at a 
Stand: Families are lamenting the Loſs 
of their moſt hopeful Branches, who have 
| cut off in the Flower of their Age: 
And thoſe who are liable to this Calamity 
have very little Enjoyment of themſelves, as 
they know not how ſoon they may be viſit- 


E it 

Fan be barhud us, the Principle 
of Self. Preſervation will put us upon enquir- 
ing how we may eſcape. To negle& our 
own Safety is to fink below the Nina them- 
ſelves, who by natural Inſtinct avoid the 
Exils to which they are expoſed. 

Every good Chriſtian ſhould in the firſt 
Place fix his 'Thoughts upon the Divine Pro- 
tection, and labour to engage that. This is 
the beſt Security, in the World, © If we 
e abide under the Shadow of the Almighty, 
* a Thouſand may fall by this Diſtemper at 
tt our fight Hand and our left; yet it ſhall 
te not come near us *. But have we any 


Reaſon 


. 4 7 Pal, XCl, I, 7. 
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Reaſon to expect ſuch an extraordinary In- 


ſtriom of Providence in our favour, while 
the moſt likely Methods for our Preſervation 
are neglected? It were as rational to con- 
clude, that our Lives ſhould be preſerv'd 
without cating and drinking, as that we ſhall 
be delivered from Danger without a prudent 
Care for our own Safety, *Tis obvious, that 
we are to depend upon the Care of Provi- 
dence, only in' the Way of our Duty. To 
boaſt of out Courage, and to talk confidently 


of our Truſt in Gop, while we omit the 


roper Means of eſcaping the Dangers "hs 
ſurround us, is not Faith, but unwarra 
Preſumption. | | 
There are two' Ways, which offer them- 
ſelves to our Relief in the Caſe before pe = 
Either conſtantly to kee " ay 
of Infection: WG F 
To receive it by Inoculation. 
It will not admit of any Debate amongſt 


the ſober Part of Mankind, whether thoſe = 


who are liable to this Diſtemper, ſhould 
keep out of the Way of it, as much as they 
can. If they may be abfent from the Places 
where it prevails, without Detriment to their 
Affaits, and the Neglect of their neceſſary 
Duty, they have no Büufineſs there, And 
what Reafon have tlley to conclude, that 
Gop will preferve them, when” they expoſe 
themfelves to Hazards * might call 
avoid ? 


B I T know, 


—— 


De Caſe of Receiving 
* know, the Almighty can ſend it to ) the 
moſt retired, and afflict thoſe with it who 


have been remarkably ſolicitous to avoid it. 


The Infection walketh in darkneſs +,” and 
may be conveyed to us by Ways which we 
know nothing of: Or the Difeaſe may be 
produced by a peculiar Diſpoſition of the 
Air, or in the Blood and Humours of the 
human Body. But will it not add very much 
to the Burthen of ſuch a Calamity, to reflect 
that we have brought it upon ourſelves, by 
our own Raſhneſs and Folly ? Whereas when 
we have done the beſt for our Preſervation, 
we may be ſatisfied with every Thing that 
befals us; and may with greater Chearfulneſs 
and Confidence reſign ourſelves to him, © in 
& whoſe Hand our Breath is, and whole are 
all our Ways . 

I am ſufficiently aware, that theſe prudent 
Endeavours to keep at a Diſtance from this 
Diſtemper, are cenſured by many. Whe- 
ther they do well in allowing themſelves in 
ſuch a Liberty, it concerns them to conſider. 
However it is eaſy to obſerve, that they who 
are ſo forward to find fault with others, are 
generally out of danger themſelves. And as 
for our , own. Conduct, if we can approve 
ourſelves to Gop in it, it is of no great Im- 
portance to enquire, what Opinion ſuch un- 
thinking Perſons may entertain of us. I 
cannot 9 bit. adviſe, that. all ſhould 

take 


a4. Pal. xci, 6 6. Dan. v. 23. 
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take this Method for their Safety, as far as 
their Circumſtances will allow. 
But, alas! how few are thoſe, that can 


comply with this Advice; or that would pro- 


bably find their Preſervation in it? Our large 
and populous Cities, are ſeldom free from 
the Diſeaſe; and thoſe that travel much 
abroad, will frequently meet with it. What 
a Scene of Deſolation and Confuſion ſhould 


we have, if Men ſhould deſert their Buſineſs, 
and leave their Habitations and their Call- 
ings, to avoid the Danger of being ſeized 


with it? This would bring Want and Mi- 
ſery upon Families, and would quickly re- 
duce Multitudes to extream Poverty, 

And if the Affairs of Civil Life require 


our Attendance upon them with ſome Haz- 


ard, the Obligations are apparently ſtronger, 
when Matters of greater Conſequence are up- 


on our hands. This is the Caſe with Mini- 


ſters, who cannot with a good Conſcience, 
nor without great Offence to many, forſake 
their People in ſuch Extremities. 

Since therefore there are conſiderable 
Numbers to whom this Method of Safety is 
altogether impracticable, we ſhall conſider 
the other, viz. 

The Receiving the Digemper by lxocv- 

LATION, 
This ſevere Diſeaſe carries a great deal of 


Terror with it. Many fall by it in the Bloom 


of Liſe; b and many in the Midſt of their 
B 2 Days: 


The Caſe of Receiuing 

Days: And it is not without the utmoſt 
Hazard, that others come off with their Lives. 
It turns many into frightful Spectacles, and 
is attended with the moſt. diſmal Conſe- 
quences. Loſs of Sight, Lameneß, long 
Confinement, a broken Conſtitution, Coun- 
tenances ſo altered that their neared Relati- 
ons hardly know them, and a Train of 
other Miſeries, which it is not eaſy to enu- 
merate, do often ſucceed it where it js not 
mortal. 
It is happy for thoſe "= are in Danger of 
it, that they are in a great Meaſure: unac- 
quainted with this Calamity. With regard 
to it, © he that increaſes Knowledge, increaſes 
" Sorrow * ” if the Affliction be not over with 
him. 

I am not aſhamed to own, FOR am aGaid 
of it, A much better Man than myſelf has 
declared, That his Fleſh trembled for Fear 
„ of Gop, and that he was afraid of his 
« Judgments +.” And is not this one of 
them? I cannot hear any make light of it, 
without a compaſſionate Concern for their 
Ignorance and Folly. Experience may ſoon 
convince them, that it ought not to be treated 
with Neglect. | 

And though many who went through it in 
their younger Fears, cannot ſo fully appre- 
hend, what Impreſſions a Senſe of Danger 
er ure . 
| 55 


Eccleſ. i. 18, & Pal, cxix, 120. 
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liable to it; yet I have met with very few 
in the ſame Circumſtances with myſelf, hp 
are not uneaſy when they come where it is. 

If any ſay, this is Weakneſs, and Want of 
Faith and Truſt in Gop, they may think fo 
if they pleaſe; and perhaps, it may be ſo in 
ſome Inſtances. But I muſt beg leave to ſay, 
that I defire no Faith but what is agreeable 
to the Word of Go; and 1 never yet read 


in the Sacred Writings, that a Diſregard to 
| ſuch Calamities as theſe, was an Effect of 
that. | | 


Beſides, thoſe who have not had this Diſ- 
temper are deprived of many Opportunities 
of Service, They are ſeparated from their 
beſt Friends, at a Time when they moſt need 
their Aſſiſtance. And it muſt be allowed a 
very melancholy Caſe, when tender Patents 
cannot be preſent with their Children on a 
Sick- bed, or take their Leave of them in 


their laſt Moments, without the Hazard of 


their own Lives. It affords many diſquiet- 
ing Thoughts, to thoſe whoſe Office it is to 
viſit the Sick; that they find themſelves in- 
capable of performing that important Service, 
when it is paſſionately deſired, and much 
wanted. | YES + E 

Nov if any Method could be found out to 


deliver Mankind from theſe Fears and Dan» 


gers, how great a Bleſſing ſhould we eſteem 
it! One would imagine, that there ſhould bo 
no Need of Arguments to recommend it; 


* The Caſe of Receiving. 
the Diſcovery ſeems | ſtrongly to plead for 
it ſelf ; and it appears highly probable, that 
it ſhould make its Way into the World with 
a great Deal of- Eaſe. 
Wich theſe Advantages Idoculation i 1s pro- 
oſed-to us, by thoſe who encourage it. They 
tells us, that it ſeems a very rational Scheme 
for abating the Violence of the Diſtemper; 
and that its Succeſs in Practice has in Fact been 
anſwerable to the Expectations, which we 
are ready to entertain upon a Survey of its 
Tony: a 
I ſhall not enlarge upon the Rationale of 
this Practice. The Diſcuſſion of that does 
more properly belong to thoſe, who are better 
acquainted with the Mechaniſm of human 
Bodies and Animal Oeconomy. - I ſhall con- 
tent my ſelf with ſuggeſting a few. plain 
Hints, which lie within the Reach of almoſt 
every Capacity, and will probably be allow- 
ed to be of conſiderable Importance. 
- When a Perſon receives the Small- Pox 
by Inoculation, he may prepare his Body for 
it by a proper Courſe of Diet and Medicines; 
whereas he may be ſeized by it in a natural 
Way, when he is moſt unprepared; and we 
are indeed [cæteris paribus] moſt liable to 
the Infection, when in Circumſtances Which 
are like to render it fatal. ; ; 
Again, a Man who is bend know 
— when the Infection is taken, and 
can from that Moment ſubmit to ſuch Re- 
N ſtraints 
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ſtraints as are proper in ſuch a Caſe; where- 
as in the natural Way, he may have it in his 
Blood a conſiderable Time before he is a- 
ware of it; and before it breaks out, may 


work it up to a moſt violent and fatal Sort, 


by high Food, fatiguing Journeys, or other 
immoderate Exerciſes. 

Beſides, that by Inoculation the patient 
will probably take in the moſt favourable 


Sort; whereas in the common Way, he is 


moſt liable to that which is moſt Malignant, 
as that is certainly the moſt Infectious. 

In all theſe Reſpects, I think it cannot be 
denied, that the Advantage ſeems evidently 
to lie on the Side of Inoculation; and to 
theſe we may add two: other Particulars, 
which, though they be not - equally certain, 

appear to be attended with high Degrees 
of Probability. . +» 

When ths Infection is aden! in the natural 
Way, it falls immediately on the vital Parts; 
whereas by Inoculation, it is taken in by thoſe 
Parts of the Body which are more remote ; 
and therefore it — probable, that the 
Force of the Diſtemper may tend that Way, 
where it is leaſt like to be fatal. And ac- 
cordingly it has been obſerved, that the In- 
oculated have more Puſtules near the Orifice 


of the Inciſions, i. e. in the Legs or Arms, 


and fewer on the Breaſt, than others; and 
that they ſeldom complain of that Stoppage 
TY 5140 21 19 Gy Tit 3 1: 
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be Gab of Receiving 


in 8 Lungs, which is often deſtructive to 
thoſe who have them by common Infection. 

And; laſtly, the Inciſions which were made 
at the Time 55 Inoculation to admit the Inſec- 
tion, may through the whole Courſe of the Diſ- 
temper, ſerve as Vents to diſcharge a great Deal 
of the morbid Matter; which may probably 
be a confiderable Relief to the Patient. 

From theſe: Principles, as well as from 
many others, which 1 ſhall not now men- 
tion, one would be: ready to conclude, © that 
« the Small-Pox taken in by Inoculation, 
4 js likely to be more gentle and favourable, 
than when it is received in the natural 
« Way.“ And if we conſult Experience, 
we ſhall find that it is very agreeable to 
theſe. Arguments. 

They who have tried the Operation, and 
attentively obſerved the Succeſs of it, concur 
to aſſure us 

That when the Diſtemper is conveyed by 
Inoculation, it is generally much more mild 
and gentle, and free from thoſe violent Symp- 
toms which attend: it in the natural Way. 
That not above one in fifty or ſixty" have 
miſcarried by it; and that with Regard to 
moſt of them, their Death cannot certainly 
be charged on Inoculation it ſelf, but is ra- 
ther toi be aſctibed to ſome Grrctmiancis of 
imprudent Management: Whereas in the 
natautal the Small-Pox is commo 


fatal to one in five or r fix Children, and at 


=» 
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leaſt to one in three of thoſe who have it 
after they are grown up. 

To which they add, that ets is no Dan- 
ger of having it a ſecond Time, after re- 


_ ceiying it by Inoculation, any more than after 


having it in the natural Way. 
As theſe Facts muſt be allowed very con- 


| fiderable, ſo there is nothing material to be 


objected againſt the Credibility of them. 
They. are atteſted by Men of undoubted 
Probity, who do not ſeem inclined to impoſe 
upon us in a Matter of ſo great Importance. 
Or if they ſhould attempt it, they would find it 
beyond their Power; ſince there are ſuch Mal- 
titudes ayerſe to the Practice, who have their 
Eyes continually upon them, and who would 


rejoice in detecting any Impoſture in their 


Management. And I am for my own Part 
the more inclined to depend upon'the Fide- 
lity of theſe Accounts, as I haye taken ſome 
Pains to inform my ſelf particularly in the 
Affair. I have converſed with ſeveral, who 
have performed the Operation; and who 
have undergone it, and upon the whole muſt. 
declare, that by the ſtricteſt Enquiry I could 
make, I found Matters much more encou- 
raging than I expected. As it has been in 


moſt Inſtances very ſucceſsful, ſo Tapprehend 


that the Pain and Uneaſinefs Which attends it 
is very little, and the Expence and Trouble | 
ſo incanſiderable, that Perſons of the loweſt 


Circumſtances may comply with it. 
a y C P'Y Theſe 


as Cafe of Reetiving 


Theſe Things muſt be acknowledged ad 
very. inviting, and may ſurely be fafficient to 
engage thoſe who have Occaſion to think 
of them, -ſeriouſly to conſider whether the 
Practice be Lawful. If it be, it ought cer- 
tainly to be countenanced by thoſe, who have 
a due Concern for themſelves and ſuitable 
Regards to their Fellow-Creatures ; for 'tis of 
too great Importance to be regarded as In- 
different. But if it be in its own Nature 
a moral Evil, and diſpleaſing to Almighty 
Go, it muſt certainly be rejected, how con- 
ſiderable ſo ever its Advantages may appear. 
For it is never allowable to do Evil that Good 
« may come *: Nor ſhould the Proſpect of 
eſcaping the greateſt Dangers or Calamities 
in Life, tempt us to offend © him who can 
-« caſt both Soul and Body into Hell +.” 
We will therefore proceed to examine 


thoſe Objections, which are commonly advan- I 


ced againſt the Lawfulneſs of Inoculation. 

And here, the firſt and moſt obvious is, 

e That it is bringing a Diſtemper upon 
e our ſelves, and thereby uſurping the 
4 facred Prerogative of Gop, who kills - 
* and makes alive, who. wounds and 
« heals, as he pleaſes.” * | 

In Anſwer to this J might enquire, what 

they who ſtart this Difficulty, intend by 

the Word [Diſtemper] ? If they mean Sick- 


© nels and FR; it is practiſed every wy and 


perhaps 
hy "ae lil, TY f Mat. X. 28. Deut. xxxii. 3% 
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perhaps frequently by themſelves, without 
any Suſpicion of taking God's Work out of 
his Hands. Would not any Man take a 
Vomit every Week during the Time of ap- 


parent Danger, if it would make this Diſ- 
t r as favourable as Inoculation, though 


he found himſelf in perfect Health, and did 


not apprehend that he had taken the Infec- 
tion? Vet this * be bringing a great 
Diſorder upon himſelf; a Diſorder which has 
proved fatal to many. 

But I would farther obſerve, that the Su 


Poſition which is taken for granted in 
Objection, is not true in Fact. 5 · 


does not bring a Diſtemper upon us, but cures 
us of one, the Seeds of which we have al- 


ready in us. Otherwiſe, if it be uſed with 


proper Precaution, it leaves us as it found 
us, and is attended with no Inconvenience, 


but a little Uneaſineſs and Confinement for | 
a few Days. Moſt Men have the Fewel of 
this dreadful Diſtemper mixed with the Blood 


and Humours of their Bodies ; and in Con- 


| ſequence of this, there is continual Danger 
that the Fire ſhould break out, in a very 


terrible and deſtructive Manner. Now do 
I bring a Diſtemper upon my ſelf, when I 


uſe an Experiment to try whether this be 


my Caſe or no? when I have Reaſon to 


hope, that by this Means, if there be any of 


C C 2 thrown 
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* out, and the reſt deſtroyed, with little 
Hazard to my Life, - 

Suppoſe a Man apprehended, the Gout was 
coming upon him; could. any one charge him 
with bringing a Diſtemper 'upon himſelf, if 
he took a Medicine, which would have no 
Effect if it were not ſo; but would give 
Him one gentle Fit, and ever after deliver bim 
from it, if it were as he ſuſpected? 

But it may further be urged, 
| © That, a great Deal of Danger attends 
| « Tnoculation.” , 

And T muſt own, that this Objection is 
we important, and Kſctecs's heft Exam- 
nation: For if it be ſinful, it is becauſe i 
is dangerous. | 

And Bere it cannot be denied, . there is 
ſome Hazard in it. And it is fit, it ſhould 
be ſo. Can we expect to be relieved in ſuch 
.a deſperate Caſe, and run no Riſques ? It 
Would then be too great a Bleſſing for Man- 
Kind in this degenerate State; and would 
"weaken, their Dependance upon him, to 
* whom belong the Iflues from Death W. 
ee and in whom we live, and move, and have 
| = our Being +.” It is generally ſucceſsful; and 
"that bes us to embtace it, with Thank- 
; Ineſs to our great Benefactor, who diſcovers 
this Method for our Relief: It is ſometimes 
'mpottal x and that teaches us Care and Cau- 
tin! in the Uſe of it, , and ſhewes us the Ne- 
b ceſſity 

* Pal. Iaviii, 20. + Ads xvi. 28, 
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ceffity of making our humble Applications to 
the great Gop, to prevent our milcarrying 
W it, | 

But while 1 allow Tadtoliticn to be in 
Lord Degree hazardous, T wonld afk, May 
we not uſe Means attended with ſome Pan- 
ger, when there is a Probability of 
thereby delivered from greater Danger? 
two Evils we are certainly to chuſe the leaſt, 
if we would a& like Reafonable Creature. 

Upon this Principle we ſee many ſubmit- 
ting to very dangerous Operations, without 
any Suſpicion of being guilty of deſtroy ing 
their own Lives. Who would ever loſe an 
Arm, or be cut for the Stone, if it were ot 
to avoid a greater Danger of dying? 
There's a ceitain Hazard in Child-bearin 5 


If we conſult the Bills of Mortality, 


ſhall find, that about one in Sixty die in thoſe 
Circumſtances. And yet T never knew any, 
who held Marriage unlawful upon that Ac- 
count. The Reaſon is plain: Beeauſe a great- 
er Inconvenience is avoĩded by it, the puttin 
an End to the Race of Mankind. Let not 
any ſmile at the Argument; but conſider 'how 
they can anſwer it, but by corifeffing, that 
we may expoſe our ſelves to Dunger, forthe 
= ming a greater Good, or p K Sreut- 
er Vi 

Now to apply this gene eral Retniitk to the 
Subject of our eſa Er Bobu Ichink it 


has * been abundantly proved, that the 


Hazard 
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med: in having the Small-Pox by Inocula- 
tion. is much leſs, than that -which attends 
them when they ſeize us in the common Way. 
So that. if there were a Neceſſity of paſſing 
through them one Way ort another, I be- 
lieve there would be no Room for farther De- 
bate. But then, tis exceeding natural to re- 
flect, as a Balance to the former Set of 
Thoughts, That it is poſſible, we might 
« neyer have the Diſtemper at all, if we were 
« not inoculated : Why then ſhould we ſub- 


< mit to a dangerous Operation, to avoid an 
% uncertain Evil? 
. ©. Tapprehend this to be the Hinge, on which 
the whole Queſtion turns; and my Anſwer 
to the Difficulty is in ſhort this, 1 
That there are a great many Caſes, i in 
which it will appear highly — ti that a 
Man will very quickly take the Diſtemper in 
a natural Way, and run all the uſual Hazards 
in it: And then the former Reaſoning will 
prove, that Inoculation will be a likely Means 
of preſerving that Perſon, from a much greater 
Danger than it will bring upon him. Now ] 
J would never recommend Inoculation, but in 
ſuch Circumſtances: And when they do occur, 
(as they frequently do,) it is apparently ab- 
ſurd to urge the Danger as an Objection a- 
gainſt it; ſince the Principle of Self. Preſerv- 
ation, on which the Objection is grounded, 
is in the preſent, Caſe the moſt dine Ar- 


* for ſubcmittiog to it. 
F es 


© 1 


I 
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And this is a Remark of ſo great Import- 


ance, that I think it deſerves the moſt at- 

tentive Regard ; and I hope my Reader wal 

excuſe me, that I repeat it again : 

wy Nothing but the Proſpect of avoiding a 
« greater Danger, can juſtify our going 
into this Practice: And when there 


c“ is that Proſpect, it becomes not only 


« lawful, but expedient, and neceſſary, 


«in Proportion to the Degree i in which 


that Danger is apparent.” 

If any are hurried into this Practice, by 
an Impatience of thoſe happy Engagements 

to 2 and Sobriety, which are pe- 
culiar to thoſe who have not yet had the Di- 
ſtemper; and are inoculated, when they were 
in no immediate Da of Infection, only 
to gain a Liberty of purſuing their irregular 
Pleaſures with a greater Security than they 
could otherwiſe promiſe themſelves; it is 
certain, that they are guilty of a very great 
Crime. They have very little Reaſon to'ex- 
pect, that a favourable Providence ſhould give 


| Succeſs to ſuch unwarrantable Undertakings : 


Or how ſafely ſoever they may paſs through 


the Danger now, while © all Things come 
* alike to all,“ they will be utterly unable to 


juſtify their Preſumption, when they __— 
before the Tribunal of Goo. 
But the Caſe is entirely different, when the 


Calamity ſurrounds us, and Danger preſſes 
hard upon us; when our Neighbourhood, 


or 


— — 
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or perhaps our Family, is invaded; or ne- 


riY 


ry Buſineſs abliges us to frequent thoſe 


and indiſpenſable Duty, which, in — 
Circumſtances, would be fooliſh and crimi- 


nal. And 1 would aſk every conſcientious 
» Chriſtian, whether he can with Sincerity beg 


the Divine Protection, or expect it without 
Preſumption, while his Duty is | neglected ? 
God in his Providence has lately dilgavered 
a Method to eſcape the Violence of .this Diſ- 
eaſe: It is ſuppoſed: in- the preſent Caſe, 

are convinced, that you are in Dan- 


fully acknowledge and improve the. Favour : 
On the contrary, you perhaps rail at the Prac- 


tice, and cenſure and condemn thoſe who with 

— Chearfylneſs and Integrity give into it; while 
| Joy obſtinately ſhut your Eyes againſt the 

_ cleareſt Light, it may be to the Deſtruction of 


your on Lives, and the apparent Hazard 
of thoſe that are about you. 


Conſider the Matter cally and hoy = 


Prejudice, and -then aſk — ſeriouſly, 
Whether ſuch a Conduct becomes either Chri- 


ſtians or Men? Whether you will be able 
to juſtify it to yourſelves and yeur Fellow - 
Creatures now ? and above all, What Ac- 
odunt you will be able to give to your Is 

-when you ſhall be called-to a 


'- 8 : OY * 4 


es, where the Diſtemper is ſpreading its 
Deſolations. Then that becomes a neceſſary 


ger of being ſeized; yet you do not thank- 


* w 


c / 
* . 


- 2 $ & 


4 


Meet in 


the all For by Ee 2 ; 


And thus, 1 hope, 1 1 have abund gall 
ſolv'd the n atffing from the, Da 
of the Practice, an e It 00 


thoſe Caſes, in which it may be 1 er 


Means of avoiding a greater Danger. 
But upon this it is very natural to epqu 
allowing the Practice in logre Caſes to be . 


ful and neceſſary, 
„ How may a Man judge doe with Reg ae 
. himſelf, of thoſe he is concetned 


- | «preſent Circumſtances? 
Or, which is int Effect the ſume, 


Hon guy he know, v ich'is 1505 r 
al, of 


« the greater Hazard, 

* ſabmitting to 5 

Jo this reply, That we Cr al; 

mnontibas; that we are weak and fallible Crea 
tures, and liable to 8 in 18 * 

teſt: Etmportanice. © hve” ivi 
8 to conſult, in Dbabts and Ungettain- 
ties, (as the Jews had in the beginning” of 


apply ourſelves to diligent and attent 


mination: We muſt f. 8 after the beſt 4. 
viee dye ean get From 


bers, pool hdinbly 
oy Ga bf DireQzor 
that he will elde oe 
udgmen nt *,“ and ©© will g 

* -Wiſdonir'e them that alk 14. And r 
— ken theſe Methods of Aﬀiftance, 


apply outfelves - tt" 
who has promiſed 


— 


— we 


83 Plal, xxv. 9. Jam. i. 5. 


whether it be lawfal or e 


js te⸗ Ro 255 


their Common wealth, ) and therefore i muſt | 
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we muſt. judge for ourſelves, according to 
the beſt of our Underſtandings, and purſue 
hoſe Meaſures which in human Probability 
give the faireſt Proſpect of Safety and Suc- 
_ The greateſt Affairs in this World turn 
upon Probabilities. The General fights, the 
Merchant trades, the Huſbandman ſows, and 
the Phyſician preſcribes, at ſuch Times and 
in ſuch a Manner, as appears to them moſt 
likely to be attended with Succeſs: And if 
Men will never do any Thing without Cer- 
tainty, they muſt always fit ſtill. ö 


Ibis therefore muſt be our Method in the 


preſent Caſe: We muſt carefully conſider the 
general Rules given in the ſacred Scriptures; 
we muſt wilel 

vine Providence towards ourſelves and others; 


and muſt fervently pray for the Influence of 


God, to lead us into a wiſe and happy De- 
termination: And after theſe Precautions, we 
muſt honeſtly form the beſt Judgment we 
can, and act accordingly in the Integrity 

r | 

_. Gop, has ſaid, Thou ſhalt not kill; 
and it is granted by all, that the Precept re- 


- quires, the Uſe of all lawful Means for the 


Preſervation of Life. If we are in Doubt as 
to the Way which is now propoſed, we 
muſt judge by Obſervation, Let us look 
round about us, and ſee how Gop deals with · 


others Who are of the ſame Nature and 


Frame 


y obſerve the Methods of Di- 


R » 


w 


the Small- Pox 35 Tnoculation. | 27 
Frame with ourſelves ; and from thence we 


are to learn, what we are to expect in, the 

ordinary Proceedings of his Providence, = 
I know, God ſometimes delivers hy an un- 

expected Interpoſition, when humanly ſpea king 


there was the greateſt Appearance of Danger... 
They who have received ſuch Mercies, ought 
to be very thankful for them; and others may 


learn by ſach Inſtances, not atterly to deſpair 
in a Time of the utmoſt Extremity. - But it 


is certain, that ſuch wonderful and | uncom- 
mon Exertions of a Divine Power, are not 


to be confounded with the regular and natu- 
ral Courſe of Events; nor to be made the 
Meaſure of our Expectation, and our Duty, 
in the common Affairs of Life. 


Gop governs the World by fixed and ſet- 


tled Laws: Natural Cauſes will produce. their 
genuine Effects, if they be not interrupted 
by the Gop of Nature. And give me leave 
to ſay, That Man muſt have an uncommon 
Opinion of himſelf, and muſt be riotoriouſly 

ﬀed up with Vanity and Pride, whb can 
imagine his Life of ſo much Importance to 
the World; as that Gop ſhould alter the 
Courſe of Nature, and work a Miracle lot 
the Preſervation of it. 

It muſt de allowed then, that in hs 
before us Obſervation and Experience” 


zuide us, in of the of Danger 
0 _ 92 cxpoled, an 0 


D 2 


= 


* 


airy Io bote apprehend, that mm Rules 


 gree of our Danger. Time, and more Expe- 


with regard to, this Matter, we. 


Me temper. 1s always 1 in. ſome of them, and fre- 


— + 
* 
** 4 * 
- 
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y ny the Expediency.of Inoculation- jp preſent. 


"Circumſtances. . wy | 


can be given from paſt Obſervazion, which 
will fit all future Caſes; yet a few Remarks 


already made may teach us for the moſt. part, 


to form ſome rational Judgment af the De- 


Tience, may furniſh. us with farther Aſſiſtance. 
Andi! in the mean while, the World is much 
'obli ed to thoſe. worthy Gentlemen, who are 
exat t Obſervers of of the 4: netts Courſe of this 
Diſtewper, though ſome. of them have been 
but ill requited for their Pains. 005 
From what we have x ſeen, and beard, 
may eaſily 
Serve! in the general, « that the Small- Pox 
js not equally infactious and dangerous, In 


me de All Flices, ot to all Perſons who are lia- 
- | or Wo a 90 


: £9709 B45 BALE 
We may particularly oblerve, Py 
+ That hat thoſe who live in Cities and great 


mm, are ofien in Danger, becauſe the Diſ- 


quently Hs. there So that there ate 
2 . but few in ſuch Places who 


it. | 
WOT K. ver, t has been mare marta 
« Nee 2M Un 


— 15 0 ken- Pamilin tombich it 
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That the Hazard in the natural Way is 
to grown Perſons. than to Children; 
and greateſt of. all, to thoſe who are in the 
r o/ Vir Walt 

That af young Children, that have: it, one 


= in fix/op ſeven. commonly die of ity! me of 


grown Peſſona, at leaſt one in three, 
That Inoculation is more 3 to 
ydüng Children, than to grown Perſons; and 


that about one, in fifty or ſixty, who have 


received ihe Diſteper in ihet Wert have 


died. WP 
And, laſtly, chat Perſons to-whom Wen 


1 is dangerous, would be 


expoſed to great- 
er Hazard, by baring eke Difemphr, I, 


watyral Way. | 
As for. the: Uſe which Pen eee 


thels Obſeryations, for the. Direction of our 
Judgments, and Regulation of our Prattica, 
we may form this general Rule, which has 
been more obſcurely — 2 little above... 
n of Fnoculation in any pas- 
ticular Cale, is. ionable to the 


Patient is in, e in the 
1 "Ry %. 
From 


* Were this Rule ECTS... 
Exaneks, in order to T ! gut the 
ate! W. 75 Ii. 


155 
;\for the 
0 the 
Ratio 


of Inoeulatic 
Preſervation of har of oct 


— e —¼d-Ü»'' 


Degree of that Danger,” the" profeſed 


$f Ex- 


— — 


Small-Pox in the natural Way; and one to three that 


The Caſe of Reteiving 


From this general Maxim compared with 


the © foregoing Obſervations, the We 

Rules may eaſily be deduced, 
That they who live a retired Life in 

Country Villages, cannot juſtify their going 


into —4 Practice of Inoculation, unleſs the 
* be: in r * or very 


2 | 
Dis 499 Maso 5 | R. _ | 
ora ow ," 
Ratio of the Exped of omitting it, as ; the 
compound Ratio of See of of ing, the Di- 


= per jn a natural Way, and the Ratio of the 
Danger of dying by it, is to the Ratio of the Dan- 
ger of dying by Inoculation. 

"A for Example: Suppoſe it were ten to. one that 
the Perſon whoſe" Caſe is in Debate, would have the 


on this Suppoſition he would die by it, and one to ſixty 
that he might die by Inoculation. 

pe... A expreſs the Danger of having them in the na- 

i. e. The Ratio of ten to one. 

D the Bag r of dying by them on that Suppoſition, 
i.e. The Ratio of one to three. 

I'the Danger of dying by Inoculation, i. e. The 
Nato of one to 

E the Ratio of the Expediency of Inoculation : And 


O the Ravo of the Expediency of omitting it. 
ad ni Tbe Rule will and thus, 


EQ: 1 I, i. e.: 344: £4 Which when 
ee by the plaineſt Rules of Arichmetick, appears to 

as 200 to one. Or in other Words, that in ſuch a 
Cate it is 200 Times more reaſonable to uſe Inoculation 


than to omit it. 


NB: The Terms H and D ſeem to be ſet much too 
high for common Caſes, but if H be as 5:1, and Das 
bo E will be to O, as 50 to 1. And were it but as 


50 to eee. 


nA « £4, 
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That they, to whoſe Families the Small- 
Pex has been peculiarly mortal, and who are 
themſelves frequently in the Way of Infec- 
tion, ſhould uſe. Inoculation : Yet with the 
utmoſt Care, and moſt judicious Advice as 
to the Manner of managing it. 

That Perſons who are removing into — 
Cities, or who are frequently obliged to viſit 
them; and Parents who are placing their 
Children in ſuch Circumſtances, ſhould not 
neglect it; fince it is probable, they will 
not eſcape, Yet I think, it ſhould be delayed 
as long as they can; fince ſo many Things 
may occur to prevent our Deſigns, and ſo 
the Dangers which we apprehend may never 
come. 

That hey the” Dübener is ue us, if 
it be of a mild and gentle Sort, there is leſs 
Occaſion for Inoculation chan there would 
otherwiſe be. 

That there is leſs Occation Gar it with Re- 
= to little Children, than to grown Per- 


That they whoſe Buſineſs it is to viſit the 
Sick, may juſtify Inoculation ; when thoſe 
who are under no ſuch dn to attend 
them, could not do it. 

Laſtly, that when Inoculation mor- 
tal to any Perſon, we may reaſonably con- 
clude, that he would not have ſurviv'd the 
— if it had ſeiz d him 1 com- 


mon Way. 


1 ** 
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=O add two Remarks more: 

That eſcaping former Dangers is no cer- 
tuin Security. / Many have thought ' them 
ſelves ſafe on this Account, whom fad Ex- 
perience has convinc'd of their Miſtake, Vet 
when a Man has paſs d the Meridian of Life, 
and has often been ſurrounded with Infection, 
there ſeems leſs —. to him, than to ano- 
ther who is youn juſt out _ 
the World; — 2 *. 

And that if Children are of Age, . 
what they are going about, nothing ſhould be 
done contrary to their Inclinations. If they 
ate not, then if their Parents do by them 
— would de done by, were they in the 
ſame Circumſtances, they do not exceed the 
Bounds of parental Authority. 

If by theſe, or any other Methode of argu« 
ing, you apprehend Reaſon io conclude, 
that you ſhall not eſcape this Diſtemper in 
the natural Way; you are, I think, to con- 
ſider it as your Duty, to ſubmit to Inocula- 
tion. After all, every Man ſhould have full 
Satisfaction in his on e e 
| ture upon it 

= | believe, 60 all this ſome wilt objed, 7 

* That it requires a great deal of Th 
to know What we © cp ppg 


e gard to this Matter. 1 
1 Not a ee 
marx for thoſe, who complain of ab 


a „ and ſhun Conſideration as nouble 
15 ſome, 
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ſome, even when it is neceſſaty for the Preſer- 
vation of Life. But whatever Indolence they 
may affect, a ſacred Writer has told us, That 
*« a; prudent Man foreſeeth the Evil, and 
„ hideth himſelf; but Fools paſs on, and are 

< puniſhed “.“ uns 
Another Complaint againſt [noculation i is, 
e That it brings others into Danger. 
No to be ſure, this ought not to be done; 
No- Proſpect of private Benefit wo juſtify 
me in: doing an Injury to many by it. - And 
therefore if it cannot be iſed without 
manifeſt Hazard to my Neighbouts, I am 
to conclude, that Gop denies me this Method 
of Safety, which would otherwiſe appear 
very cficable. f 
But there is no Ground for. this ObjeQion, 
if the ion be performed in a Town 
where the Diſtemper already prevails; or in 
an Houſe where all have had it but thoſe 
who receive it in this Way, and which 
ſtands at a Diſtance: from others. If Notice 
be given to the Neighbourhood of what is 
doing there, and they. who attend upan the 
Sick are not permitted to go abroad till 
the Danger of the Infection be over; theſe 
Precautions will prevent any Injury to others, 
by = do. not thruſt — into the me 
Ot It, 
And here 1 cannot but n how i nat 
alen ſome Men are with * who 
E | make 
* ** xxl. 3. > os | | 


5 JW. a Tragical Outcry 
upon this Account, and yet take no Care not 


is Gop's revealed Will, an 
. Purpoſes, which we ate to regard as the 


yr a th; Ws where they now 


We Caſe of Receiving *- 
againſt Inoculation 


to ſpread: the Diſtemper in a more dangerous 
Way. © Happy 1 is he, that condemneth not 
« himſelf in what he allqweth .“. 
But ĩs it not a Diſtruſt of Gov's Pro- 
c videncct F 

I have had Octafiob to dd 1 the 
Thought more than once, and have — 
anſwered, that when it becomes a probable 
Means Ge: the Preſervation of human Life, 
it is Preſumption, and not Faith, to neglect 
it. And I have already proved, thiat in many 
Cafes it is ſuch a Means, and have endeavour- 
ed to aſſiſt my Reader in judging when thoſe 
Caſes occur. But ſtill, 
4 Some have Recourſe to we Büctem of 
„ Sop; and afk, whether every Di- 
5 * feaſe have not its Commiſſion; and 
whether any Precautions of our own 
4 can prevent what he has determined? 
I mſwer, that I firmly believe, that © our 
« Days are determined, and the Number of 


% onr Months are with Go: __ has ſet | a 


« Hound, which we cannot pas But it 
not his ſecret 
Rule of our. Duty. I would have: all Men 


take heed, how they go about to excuſe their 
Neglects this Way. They will find at laſt, 


TT 


* Rom, xiv, 22, + Job MA 
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attempt to fix it. Gop, has required us to 
have a tender Regard to our Lives ʒ and thoſe 
who diſobey him herein, ate gullty of a Des 
gree of Self-Murther, and will never be ac. 
quitted of that Guilt by the Secret Deter- 
minations of Heaven concerning them. 

Beſides, Gop who has ordained the End, 
has determined all the Means leading to it. 
St. Paul in his dangerous Voyage, had a ſpe -: 
cial Revelation to aſſure him, that all whe 
were with him ſhould eſcape; and yet when 
the' Seamen were getting out, of the Ship, 
he declares, that if they did not ſtay in it, 
they could not be ſaved . God purpoſed to 
preſerve them, in the Way whereby they were 
afterwards delivered, 

And indeed, if this Argument proves any 
Thing in this Caſe, it proves a great deal too 
much for thoſe who urge it. For or if I am 
to govern my ſelf by the ſecret Counſels of 
Go, I may venture upon Inoculation, or 
any Thing elſe, without examining its natu- 
ral Tendency, either to preſerye Life or to 
deſtroy it ; fince Death has received its Com- 
miſſion from him, and can come neither 
ſooner nor later, than he has appointed. 

Others will not hear of Inoculation, be- 
«cauſe it came from the Turks. 

The Fact it ſelf is not inconteſted, It is 
well known, that the Turks argue from Pre- 
deſtination, juſt in the fame abſard: Manner 
Feen 


| 2 As xxvii. 31. 
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as they do, whom we have been diſputing 
with under the former Objection: And they 
act upon the Maxim, with much greater Cou- 
rage. The Alcoran requires, that they ſhould 
not dread the Peſtilence, nor leave their Ha- 
bitations for Fear of it : And ſome credible 
Hiſtorians (and particularly Sir Paul Ri- 
caut,* ) give us ſuch Accounts of their ama- 
ing Intrepidity on this Head, that one would 
not eaſily believe that they ſhould be the 
Authors of a Practice, which is founded on 
ſuch a Fear of Infection, as they of all Man- 
kind ſeem the greateſt Strangers to. I have 
been more inclinable to believe, (what if I 
miſtake not is very credibly affirmed,) that it 
was at firſt brought from thoſe of the Greek 
Church who live in Turkey, to New-Eng- 
land, and ſo to us. *4-ol 


3 But 
e According to the Turkiſh Notions of Predeſti- 
&« nation, (ſays Sir Paul Ricaut,) none ought to avoid, or 
4e fear, the Infection of the Plague: Mahomet's Pre- 
<< cepts being, not to abandon the City or Houſe, where 
the Infection rages ; becauſe Gop has numbered their 
<< Days, and predetermined their Fate. And upon this 
„ Belief they as familiarly attend the Beds, and frequent 
ec the Company of Peſtilential Perſons, as we do of thoſe 
* who are afflicted with the Gout, Stone, or Ague. 
% And though they evidently ſee, that Chriſtians who 
« fly into better Airs, ſurvive the Fury of the Year's 
4c Peſtilence, when whole Cities of them periſh and 
are depopulated with the Diſeaſe; yet ſo far is this 
* Opinion rooted amongſt them; that they ſcruple not 
to ſtrip the contagious Shirt from the dead Body, and 
% put it upon their own ; and the diſeaſed and health- 
ful lie promiſcuouſſy together. Ricaut's Ottom, 
Empire, Lib, II. cap. viii. pag. 219, 20. 


* 
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But ſuppoſe it ſhould be granted, as it may 


poſſibly: be true, that the Turks were the 


firſt who invented the Practice, is it there- 
fore unlawful- for Chriſtians to uſe it, if it 
appear a probable Method of preſerving their 
Lives? Muſt a noble Medicine be abhorr'd; 
becauſe it comes from thoſe Who are of a 
different Religion? Upon this Principle we 
muſt refuſe Opium, for that originally came 
from the Turks too; and the Cortex Peru- 
viana, which was in uſe amongſt the idola- 
trous Americans, long before it was heard of 
in a Chriſtian Country. But the Objection 
is too flagrantly ridiculous, to need, or to ad- 
mit a ſerious Confutation. 

« But ſome learned Divines are of Opioi- 

* on, that the Practice of Inoculation 

e comes from the Devil.“ 

It might be almoſt ſufficient to anſwer, 
that ſome of theſe learned Divines have 
1 his Pate * Job, as an Inſtance 
of it. 

But to be-as aas as the Ridicule of the 
Argument will allow: Thoſe who refign 
themſelves to the Conduct of learned Divines 
of any Sort, to follow them with an im- 


one Faith, will often experience the 


Truth of the Proverb, © If the Blind lead 
* the Blind, they will both fall into the 
« Ditch “.“ F or one learned Divine who holds, 


d rx Inoculation. comes from the Devil, one 


e 


a 2 Matt. xv. 14. N 
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* almoſt find a Legion of Divines, ſuch 
as they are, who avow it as their Opinion 
that all Proteſtants are going to him: Vet 
imagine the Objector will not think the worſe 
of his Religion or bis State, becauſe they are 
diſtracted with Bigotry and Pride. | 

In the Caſe before us, the Aſſertion is ut- 
terly improbable ; and I bad almoſt faid, it 
was too good News to be true. The Serip- | 
ture aſſures us, that the Devil was a Mur- 
7 therer from the Beginning; and I can 
ſcarcely believe, that he has ſo changed his 
Nature, as to contrive Methods for the Pre- 
ſervation of our Lives. A Practice fo bene- 
ficial to Mankind, might rather ſeem to have 
a- heavenly. Original, and to deſcend from 
him © who came, not to deſtroy Men's Lives, 
<«< but to ſave them +.” 
I I wiſh there be not ſome, who are ſecretly 

diſpleas'd with Inoculation, becauſe Gon has 
bleſſed it to the Preſervation of our Royal 
Family: But if they will not uſe a proper 
Means for ſecuring a becauſe it has 
been ſucceſsful to them, I know not which 
18 1 predominant in them, Malice or 
Shall 1 fay, that a Stupidity, which may 
be fatal to their Lives, and their Families, js 
a juſt Puniſhment from Heaven for the ag- 
— Wickedneſs of their Diſſoyalty? Or 
715 not rather charitably — — 4 


8 . John viii, 44. - + Lukeix. 56. 
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the unhappy Creatures are deſtitute of the 
Underſtandings of Men, as well as'of the. 
common Affections of human Nature; while 
they are inſenſible of our Happineſs under 
the preſent Government, and can harbour 4 
Thought of Evil to thoſe lovely Pledyes-of 
Felicity to riſing Generations? | 
But we will take our Leave of theſe Eu- 
travagants, and conclude. with the mention of 
two conſiderable Difficulties, which Perſons we 


Wiſdom and Piety may poſſibly propoſe. 
| . They. may perhaps be ready to ay, 
. «© Bat. ad p3 oy — in che 
Operation, would it not Ache us 
in our dying Moments, to think that 
'« we had hurried ourſeives out of | the 

„ World? and would not the Roflecti- 
0 on be u heavy Burthen-on the Minds 
*« of our ſurvñvi Friends? 

And I believe it is this, that leads a great 
. Perſons, to decline the Pradtios with 
regard to themſelves, even when they Ther 
deny it to be reaſonable in Theory. 
have that they ſhall eſcape the Dito 
per in the natural Way, and they have Fears 
of dying i in this; and that preyents'their | 
into it. But it concerns them ſeriouſſy 10 
conſider, what Grounds they have for either 
the one or the other? and what is to belad- 
vagced to balance the Account, by examini 
ay 3 Degrees of Probabllity, whi 


attend 
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attend their Hopes and their Fears, in the 


Uſe or Neglect of Inoculation? 
To conſider the Objection more exact] y. 


5 ying is a ſolemn Thing. I would have 


People take care, that they do nothing which 


may give them Uneaſineſs in thoſe — Mo- 


ments, or diſtreſs. their Friends when they 
are dead. But if (as we have endeavoured to 

ove. above,) Inoculation be a probable and 
Penal = of preſerving Life in a Time 
of Danger, and thetefore a Duty; I can» 
not ſee, why a Man may not be eaſy: to die in 
this, as well as in any other Manner which 


Providence may order. He dies in the Way 


of his Duty: And is not that a F oundation 


for peaceful Reflection? 


-. '** Bat Relations tenderly oppoſe it, and 
„ employ all the Rhetorick of Friend- 
te ſhip to diſſuade from it. 

I qdeſtion not the Kindneſs of their inten- 
tions: But I would intreat thoſe Relations to 
conſider, whether they may not have a much 


juſter Foundation of LIneafineſt, if they ſnould 
by their Importunity diſſuade. a Friend from 


Gbwitting to Inoculation, hen be is others 
wiſe. inclinable to it; and the Diſtemper 
Wo prove fatal to him 8 ts natural 
ay? 3 74101 191x3 351 
However, if. upon the IN any think, 
that they ſhould die with. greater; Regret 
ew Way, than | in another ; and that — 
wou 
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would be fatal to the Peace of their ſur- 
viving Friends; I think, it is too dangerous 
an Experiment for them to venture upon; 
and they ought to defer it till they and 

theirs can be better ſatisfied with Regard 

to it. 


The laſt Objection which I hall take No- 
tice of is, 

« The Diſlike of others to it, and the 

Clamour which they make againſt 
cc it. * 

In Anſwer to this I can ſay, That I have 
met with but very few who have not ha 
favourable Thoughts of it, when it was pro- 
poſed to them in ſuch a Manner as 1 think 
it ought to be practiſed.” But if Perſons are 
reſolved to condemn all who upon ſerious 
Conſideration approve it, I would calmly aſk 


them, and I would intreat them ſeriouſly to 
"aſk themſelves, What Authority they have 


W do ſo? What Commiſſion have they to 
judge, another Man's Servant *? Or b 
what Laws are the reſt of Mankind oblige 
to abide by their Determination? May not 
Perſons of a contrary Opinion, as well ſet up 
their Judgment for a Standard, and condemn 


them for not ſubmitting to it? And have not 


{1 as much Right to quarrel with another be- 
cauſe he is not of my Mind, as he has to 
be angry with me becauſe I am not of his? 


aa is much better for ſuch impertinent Cen- 


F ſors, 


0 * 6 xiv. 4. 


i 


- Enquiry into the Matter: Would they have 
him contradict the inward Senſe of his own 
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2 * to ſtudy to be quiet, and to do their 
& own Buſineſs *; — would adviſe them 
as a Friend, to 4 themſelves the Mortifi- 


cation of ſceing, how little their furious and 


unchatitable Clamours are regarded by the 
more thinking Part of Mankind. 

But if they are not heated to ſuch a De- 
gree as to be unfit for the eaſieſt Reflection, 
I would intreat them to tell me plainly, 
“ What they would have a Man do, who is 


er ee in his Conſcience, that it is his 


* Duty to take this Method for his Peofery- 
te ation, in a Time of threatning er F 

Suppoſe, (which 1 hope is JE the 
Cale, ) that this is his ſettled Judgment, after 
the moſt humble Prayer to Gop for his 
Direction, and the moſt honeſt and exact 


Mind? I believe, every Man who has either 
Reaſon or Conſcience, would fay, No by no 
Means. By the Anſwer you in Effect ad- 
viſe, that in 4-5 Circumſtances it ſhould be 
done. And have you any Occaſion to be 
angry with a Man, for acting as you your 
ſelf muſt have directed, if he had conſulted 


with y ou? 


ew” mal only obſerve "og that if a Man 
muſt never do his Duty "ill all the World 
are agreed what it is, it will be a long Time 
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before he arrives at any Satisfaction. | 


* 1 Theſ, iv. 13, 
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Thus 1 have impartially conſidered this 
controverted Point, I think upon the whole, 
thoſe who are for Inoculation in all Caſes, 
are as much in the wrong, as thoſe who 
will allow of it in none. It is good, or evil, 
as wa Circumſtances are. * 
ave read very little u t nt, 

refolving when T rſt be think of it, 
to determine as the Matter appeared to. my 
ſelf, without any Regard to the Sentiments 
of others. I know, tf 3 
take, and that a Man's own — 
deceive him; and I am as fure, that 
not infallible, who condemn benen a as 
unlawful. 

If what I have written may be of any 
Uſe, to inform the — and direct 
the Practice of thoſe, who fincetely defire to 
know, and to perform their Duty; and bs 
a Means of preſervin the Lives of any, 
and promoritig the - Happineſs. of Mankind, 
I have my Ead. If any think, what is here 


propoſed is nothing to the Purpof ; they 
may enjoy their. own Sentiments, without | 


bean, 
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